Carbohydrate tolerance: Fasting sugar 0O085%. The curve rises to 0*154% at one hour, and falls to OMOS% at two hours.
Wassermann reaction negative. Basal metabolic rate: -9%, calculated for present weight, which is 35 kilos.
Di8cussion.-Dr. PARKES WEBER regarded the case as one of multiple congenital abnormalities: (1) The bony defect in one little finger; (2) the important congenital cardiac malformation; (3) an abnormality in cranial development, shown by the peculiar face-not definite hypertelorism-and by the apparent flattening out of the pituitary fossa; (4) the suggestion of slightly Mongoloid eyes; (5) an inborn error of metabolism giving rise to the obesity, which might possibly be connected partly with congenital thyroidal insufficiency.
Dr. PEARSE WILLIAMS said that there were certain features in this case suggestive of Mongolian imbecility. The coarse skin and flush of the cheeks, slanting eyes and the shape of the hands. He had also found on inquiry that the child was fond of musical sounds. He considered that the obesity was probably a separate factor from the mental defect, and although it was his own practice to give thyroid or a combination of thyroid, thymus and pituitary in similar cases, and he would suggest tryimng it in this case, he did not think that it would have any very beneficial effect. A diagnosis of blocked left main bronchus was made. This was confirmed by a skiagram of the chest after injection of lipiodol. The skiagram also showed an enlarged calcified gland near the site of obstruction.
The Wassermann reaction was negative. August 28, 1934: Patient was examined bronchoscopically by Mr. J. E. H. Roberts. The left bronchus was found to be narrowed to an oblique slit one inch from its commencement. The mucosa was cedematous and thickened. Bougies, in size from No. 3 to 22, were passed through the stricture with some difficulty. Two ounces of pus were aspirated from beyond the stricture and a section was taken from the wall at the constricted area for microscopical examination. Report: Evidence of chronic inflammation. The pus grew Staphylococcus aureus. The sputum has been free from tubercle bacilli throughout.
It was concluded that the obstruction of the bronchus was due to fibrosis occurring around the gland seen at this site.
Since the initial bronchoscopy the patient has been bronchoscoped and dilatation performed a?t weekly intervals. Clinically the stricture appears to remain patent for about three days, but after that the air-entry at the left base disappears. When the stricture is patent, coarse consonating crepitations are present at the left base and bronchiectasis is apparently forming behind the stricture. There is no change in the general condition of the patient.
Dr. ERNEST FLETCHER said that the calcified gland shown on the skiagram did not apparently abut on to the bronchus, but was separated from it by an appreciable interval.
Further, it was calcified and therefore healed, so that it would be unlikely to account for what was apparently a progressive lesion.
In view of the development of bronchiectasis in this lobe, the natural course of the case must be downhill. If repeated bronchoscopy had failed to reveal the cause of the bronchial obstruction, the only effective line of treatment seemed to be lobectomy.
Postscript.-Ten days after the meeting, bronchoscopy was performed again, and a second piece of tissue was removed from the stricture, for microscopical examination. This showed a columnar-celled carcinoma, and therefore Mr. Roberts John H., aged 75, has metastases in the right axillary glands, from carcinoma of the right index finger, which was amputated four years ago.
Radon seeds were inserted into the glands on September 7, 1934.
Mr. N. ECKHOFF said he did not think the axillary region should be attacked with the knife. His own experience of epithelioma of the skin had been depressing. In most cases recurrence along the lymphatic tract took place, especially if the removal of the primary tumour had not been sufficiently wide. Ip this case, the primary operation had been a good one, nevertheless, recurrence had taken place, and he thought it was doubtful that all infected tissue could be completely excised. At operation the following day the sheath of the biceps was found to be ruptured, and partly within the sheath and partly outside there was a very large hTrmatoma. The blood-clot was removed and the muscle and sheath were repaired, with good result. A week later patient complained of occipital headache. The blood-pressure was 180/75, but a fortnight later it was 130/85, and there was less headache. The patient then came under my care. Routine clinical examination had revealed an arthritis of two or three years' duration in the left elbow, which, on radiological examination, was seen to have the typical characters of a Charcot's joint.
